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LIN" 


THE FUTURE 
IS UPON US. 
CAN YOU SEE IT? 


e WE ARE 


TOLD THAT 
ALL LIVING 
Wen po 
WILL WE | FIT THEIR 
ACHIEVE ENVIRON- 
OUR MENTS. 
PERFECT - 
FORM... LE 
---МО | 
LONGER | 
HINDERED BY | 
ACCIDENT OR 


DISEASE? 


THAT, MY 
FRIENDS, IS 
THE FUTURE 
PROMISED 
š BY PROS- 
THE THETICS. 
PROSTHETIC Е= 
BODY IS THE ЕЕ 5 
NEXT STEP EE Sw 
IN HUMAN 2 
EVOLUTION! == 
š O 
YOU'RE 
THE 
BEST, 
COUN- 
TEOR FOR ALL! p 
2225 У > 
FROM OUR \ 
VERY OWN CITY f | = де 
COLINCILOR Aa ^w 


SHINRA | 
MKOMOTO. ! 


HOW ABOUT 
THAT, LADIES 
AND GETLE- 

MEN? 


Y 


OF COURSE, 
THE ONLY 
FUTURE I CAN 
SEE IS А LIFE 
SPENT WAITING 
ON MY WIFE 
HAND AND 
FOOT. 


СҮ) 


T | AND WHAT A 

: RESPONSE! |. 
: TRULY, THE z 

3 COUNCILOR IS 

Ya JF Just THE RAY 

M Д OF HOPE OUR 

| CITY NEEDS. 


| | 
ge 


tal 7 ~ 


COUNCILOR! 


247 


rem 


= 


THE 
HELL IS 
GOING 
ON?! 


SHIT! 
THEY'RE 


THE DES- 
TINATION'S 
ALREADY 
PRO- 
GRAMMED 
IN! 


GET IN! 
WE'LL 
BE 
RIGHT 
BEHIND 


N 


mes F > > 
YOUR = © SS me 554 


FINAL е е V ЫДЫ х gJ OR I'LL 8 GETTING 
WARNING! SHOOT! =] BETTER. f 


---А 
МАТЕВА?! 
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ARE N 

THEY V ` 
WITH \ Ў 

SECTION | 

9? \ 


ІМ JUST 
GLAD YOu 
DON'T WEIGH 
TOO MUCH, 
COUNCILOR. 


FUCHI- 
KOMA. 


GET THE 
ASSAILANTS 
PATCHED 
uP AND 
RESTRAINED, 
THEN TAKE 
THEM INTO 

CUSTODY. 


PHEW. 
THAT WAS 
CLOSE. 


--- YOU'RE 
THE ONE 
WHO GOT 
ME OUT 
OF THE 
WAY BACK 
THERE? 


ANYWAY I ХА 
DOUBT THIS | DON'T GIVE 


IS THE END (| ME TOO MUCH 
NO TELLING CREDIT. IF I'D 
WHEN 
DONE МУ JOB 
THEY'LL 
WE'LL STRIKE PROPERLY, 
ARRANGE NEXT. YOU WOULDN'T 
AN ESCORT HAVE THAT 


FOR YOU, ۲ INJURY. 
SO PLEASE — 
HEAD TO THE 

HOSPITAL. 


Е « AS 
I DID = ! FOR 
EVERYTHING | у AwoRP YOU! 
BY THE = ⁄ | ОМ РЕОТО- 
воок, - / у COL WHEN 
SIR! | f YOU'RE 
ABOUT TO 
SHOOT. 


\ AN 


ELIE EE а 


222 
DEE FE ود‎ iu др FE 2207 ДЕД az 
PTAA ALAA ə FE وير ټوو وو‎ 
ZZ MALİ x El ДЕЙГЕ X 
İZ TE وو‎ та EE EZ = Е 
Е EN ELIA po Е = 
سه‎ m z Лиру 


WHAT DO 
YOU MEAN, 
“нын”? 


NEXT TIME, 
DON'T 
HESITATE. 


WERE You 
LISTENING? 


I'M 
TRYING, 
BUT TOGUSA 
AW, AND AZUMA 
А CLASS KEEP MAKING 
PRESENTA- FUN OF ME! 
TION? WELL, Ww. 
C'MON, LET'S TSUNAGI PUT 
HEAR IT! TOGETHER 
A REPORT 
ALL BY 
HERSELF? 
1 D 
THIS! 12 S 
THIS IS : 


WS, 
||| Gu 


JUST SIT 


THERE мат ол” 
212 AR 22 


DEALING 
WITH, 


CHIEF?! 


0 
WE 
GOT IT. 
SHEESH. 
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THE CASE 
REPORT. 


T'LL GIVE 
HER AN 
"A" FOR 
EFFORT. 


OKAY. 


гт 
j THE ATTEMPT 7 JUST 
_ / ON SHINRA ES GONNA 
1 акомотов ( START! 
LIFE INVOLVED 
MULTIPLE 
SEVERAL SHOST- 
CYBERNETIC HACKS: 


BRAINS WERE 
HISACKED AND 
USED TO CARRY 
OUT THE 
ATTACK. 


STILL NO 
CLUE AS TO 
WHO WAS 2 
PULLING THE 
STRINGS. BUT 
THE HACKED 


INDIVIDUALS! 
PROSTHETICS 
WERE ALL OF 2 
THE SAME 7 
TYPE-29 E" 
DESIGN. 


---АМР THAT LED и 
US TO ONE “OSAKI f 
HEAVY INDUSTRIES,” | : 
A PROSTHETICS 
MANUFACTURER 
OPERATING OUT 


OF THE ARTIFICIAL WE TOOK 
ISLANDS DOWN A LOOK AT 
SOUTH. INSPECTION 
RECORDS 
FOR TYPE-29 
BODIES... 


LOVED 
THE TWIST 
AND THE 
FLICK AT 
THE END! 


SO, CHIEF, 
WHERE 
ARE WE 

HEADED? 


TOWADA. 


AS IN, 
LAKE 
TOWADA? 


WHEN IDS 
WERE RUN ON 
THE BODIES, A 
FAMILIAR NAME 
HAPPENED TO 

TURN UP. 


VERY WELL. 
WE'LL NEED 
SOMEONE TO 
HOOK UP WITH 
BATOL AND 
LOOK INTO 
THIS OSAKI 
OUTFIT. 


TOGUSA 
AND TSUNAGI, 
YOU'LL BE 
TAKING CARE 
OF ANOTHER 


MATTER. 
YOU'RE 
PUTTING 
ME WITH 


ISLAND 
GETAWAY. 


CORRECT. 
А CONSID- 
ERABLE 
QUANTITY OF 
PROSTHETIC 
BODIES 
WAS FOUND 
ILLEGALLY 
DUMPED IN 

THE AREA. 


Е 
WAS GOIN’ 
AROUND AS 
"CHROMA" BY 
THE TIME I 
SIGNED 


NOT MUCH 
I CAN TELL 
YA. NEVER TELL ME 
REALLY ABOUT THIS 
MET HER. MAJOR 
KUSANAGI. 


SHE LEFT 
SECTION 9, 
RIGHT? 


MOTOKO 
KUSANAGI. 


۷ 


HE'S YET 
TO BE IN- 
FORMED. 


AND 
BATOU? 


J | FOR НИМ, 
THE DISCOV- 
ERY IS LIKELY 
TO ELICIT 
TOO MANY 
FERSONAL 
FEELINGS. 


Va [ 
BATOU ٤ 


---AND THE 
INFORMA- | 
TION MUST NOT TO | - 
NOT LEAVE HEAR OF Å 
THIS--- || 
# 
NI 


SECTION 9. 


] THIS 
) INVESTIGA- 


TION IS TO 
BE CON- 
DUCTED 
WITH THE 

I FIND IT HARD | a UTMOST 

TO BELIEVE 7 | DISCRETION, 
THE MAJOR AS IEE 
IS DEAD. BUT t ONS Re 

THE FACT THAT г. са 
SHE'S LEFT A 
TRACE FOR US 

TO FIND... 


--- MAY BE 
HER ATTEMPT 
AT WARNING 
us. 


[9] 
ZN 
бт 
£i 
21 
« 


HOW DO 
PEOPLE 
LIVE uP 
HERE?! 


BUT WHAT 
ABOUT OUR 
COVER? WE'RE 
A COUPLE, 
REMEMBER? 
YOU SKIPPED 
TOWN ON YOUR 
JUST THINK. WIFE SO 
UP HERE, WE COULD 
WHERE THE ELOPE! 
COMM SIGNALS 
ARE WEAK, AND 
NOBODY CAN 
CHECK IN 
ON че... 


CAN GO 
TOTALLY 
OFF THE 


WE'RE 
NOT HERE 


TO HAVE 
ELIN. У CAN WE 


C'MON, GO FOR 
LET'S HEAD d 
TO THE 3 PLEEE- 
VAULT FOR 
Now. 


OUT THE 


A FAVOR 


AND GO 

ILLEGALLY 

GEEZ. SEEMS DUMP YOUR 
- COVER 
LIKE THE CHIEF NER 


WAS SCRAPING 
THE BOTTOM 
OF THE 
BARREL FOR 
RECRUITS. 


I GUESS 
THIS 16 WHAT 
THEY MEAN 
WHEN THEY 
SAY MARRIED 
GUYS... 


---HAVE NO 
SENSE OF 
ROMANCE! 
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CHECK OUT 


1 


THE JOINTS Ñ | 
FOR THE 
SYNTHETIC | 
MUSCLE. IS THIS 
PRETTY REALLY р 
SHODDY HER? I : 
№ WORK. WOULD'VE 7 
PEGGED HER d 
FOR HAVING fec : 
WAY NICER | 
HARD- 


THESE ARE 
THE KINDA 
PARTS YOU 
FIND FLOATING 
AROUND THE 
BLACK MARKET 
FOR NEXT TO 
NOTHING. 


---BUT MOST 
OF THIS 
STUFF ISA 
MIX OF HASTY 
MODS AND 
STRAIGHT-UP 


'GPECIALLY 
THE LIMBS. 


YOU'RE NOT 


TO THE STORY. 
A REASON 
THESE THING: 


ILLEGALLY 


- 33 - 


WRONG. BUT 
THERE'S MORE 


WERE DUMPED 


WOOOW. 
$O THIS 
IS THE 
LEGENDARY 
MAJOR. 


NICE TO 
PUTA 
FACE 
TO THE 

NAME. 


I MEAN, WHEN 
THE CHIEF SAID 
A BUNCH OF 
PROSTHETICS 
HAD BEEN 
DUMPED, I 
FIGURED IT'D 
BE BAD... 


5 


PROBABLY 
A STINGY 
CONTRACTOR. 
WON'T PONY UP 
FOR PROCESSING 
COSTS, SO HE 
DRIVES ٨ 
UP INTO THE 
MOUNTAINS 
dd TO DUMP. 


IF You bes 
DON'T WANT | 
y SOMEONE in DE RA 
) SEEING IT, \ 
Beer BETTER || N 
BURY IT, x 2 


N 4 HUH. 


AND 
EVERY 
VEHICLE 
CHECKS 
Our! 


EEP!! 


WHAT'S 
WITH 
ALL THE 
POLLU- 
TANTS?! 


I KNEW THEY 
MUST'VE USED 
SOMETHING. 
ARTIFICIAL MEM- 


BRANES DON'T 
DEGRADE THIS 
SLOWLY. 


BUT WAIT! 
WE ALREADY 
USED THE 
PREFEC- 
TURAL 
POLICE'S 
INFONET 
TO VIEW 
TRAFFIC 
LOGS FROM 
DISPOSAL 
CONTRAC- 
TORS— 


SINCE WE'RE 
HERE SPENDING 
THE NIGHT AS 
A COUPLE, X 
SUPPOSE IT'S 
REASONABLE TO 
CONCLUDE... 


THINK OF IT 
MORE LIKE у THEN WE'RE 
WHITTLING NOT CHECKING 
DOWN THE : MEN ; FOR THE RIGHT 

POSSIBILITIES. THING. MAYBE 

x 5 š х IT' NOTA 
CONTRACTOR. 


THAT'LL 
TAKE FOR- 


DON'T TELL 


ME YOu ۸ 


WANNA D 
START 
OVER FROM 
SCRATCH! 


TAN 


КС 


AHEM. 
TSUNAGI, 
DARLING? 


--- THAT YOU'LL 
BE AVAILABLE 
ALL EVENING. 
HAVE FUN 
LOOKING FOR 
OUR TRUCK! 
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STRANDED IN 
SNOW COUNTRY 
WHILE OU BATOU 
KICKS BACK IN 
THE SOUTHERN 
ISLES. 


UNBE- 
LIEVABLE. 


Wë а б ac PE EIN ELK p “ 


ЯГ 
ТЕН 


- 08۸1 HEAVY INDUSTRIES 


IM 


FEELS LIKE 
I'M GONNA 


BURN UP ANY 


SECOND. 


SORRY TO 
KEEP YOL! 
WAITING, 
GENTLE- 
MEN. 


UGH. WISH 
I'D BEEN 
SENT WITH 
TOGUSA TO 


WELL, 

SPARE 

ME THE 
COMMEN- 


TARY. 


I KNOW. 
JUST 
WANTED 
TO GET 
INTO THE 
ISLAND 
SPIRIT. 


UNBE- 
LIEVABLE. 


YOU'RE А 
CYBORG. 
YOU DON'T 
EVEN GET 


4 WHAT THEY 


7 | SEEING IT, 


you STILL 
KEEP 
YOUR 
RECORDS 
ON 
PAPER?! 


EVERY 
INGPECTION 
RECORD 
WE'VE 
GOT FOR 
A TYPE-29 
PROSTHETIC. 


KEEP 'EM 
ELECTRONI- 
CALLY AND 
IT' HARD 
TO TELL IF 
| THEY'VE 
мо SUBST- PU m 
TUTE FOR WITH. 


GOOD OU 
PULP AND 


A FILING 


YOU KNOW 


THAT'S 
HOW THE 
Boss 
LIKES IT. 


SAY. IF YOU 


på DON'T WANT 
SOMEONE 


| BETTER 
| ) Bury IT! 
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IT GETS \ 1 
WORSE. 2 ЖҰ 4 7 四 WELL, HAVE 
THE STACK T AT IT. NO 
ISN'T IN ANY х ida d TAKING 
SORT OF : ANYTHING 
Р OFF-SITE, 
MIND YOU. 


ORDER. 


ALL THIS TO 
FIND ONE 
MEASLY LOT 
OF TYPE- 
2952 


AHEM. 
AZUMA, 
DARLING? 


THAT'S 
THAT THING 
TOGUSA 
DOES 
WHENEVER 
HE'S GOT 
SOME 
OBNOXIOUS 
FAVOR TO 
ASK. 


AW, GEEZ. 
YOU'VE 
ALREADY 
SEEN IT? 


YOU'RE 
NOT EVEN 
GONNA 
TRY AND 
DENY IT? 


OUR REAL 
PROBLEM 
IS..- 


У REAL FUNNY. 
| YOU WANT 
ME ТО TWIST 
OFF THAT 
BIG NOSE OF 
YOURS? 


ALL RIGHT. 


HM? WHAT 
HAPPENED TO 
YOUR FRIEND? 

THE BIG GUY 
IN THE BLACK 
SHIRT. 


OH, HIM? 
YEAH WELL, 
Y'KNOW. 
HAD A BAD 
BREAKUP, 
NOW HE HAS 
THE RUNS... ‚PER 


ка 


TIME FORA M 
TRIP TO THE 


FACTORY 


eves ۱۳۴ 


OR 


WHAT ARE 
YOU, DENSE? 
DON'T USE 
YOUR VOICE- 
OPEN UPA 
DIRECT LINK. 


LET'S SEE 
WHAT YOU'RE 
TRYING TO 


YOL 
SERIOUSLY 
THINK A STACK 
FULL OF 
BOOKLICE IS 

RELIABLE? 


ENJOY THE 
SEARCH FOR 
OUR TYPE- 


IM GONNA 
CHECK THEIR 
NET AND 
DIG UP ANY 


f _риве N 
Gİ SERIOUSLY 
ii INA 


| MAKE ME 
N PO THIS ON 
~. МУ OWN? г 


NOTHIN’ 
BUT SUR- 
VEILLANCE 


А I'M AS 
GOOD AS |, 1 
INVISIBLE. | | 


IF THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
YOU DON'T 
|| WANT ANYONE 
|| ТО ФЕБ, / 
| Bury IT. > 
| å 


FEIN. 


FF GERNE 


BEHOLD! 
IT le I, 


THE MAN 
WITH THE 
SLEEPLESS 
EYES! 


GEEZ! say 
I WAS SOME- 
BORED! - | THING 
i : : — ر‎ BEFORE 
Bn е wd қу و ېي‎ š ! m YOU WALK 
= е сабы 217 H IN LIKE я 
AGES . ^ THAT! =. 
THE AGO. 178 2141) д 
FILE'S E 
OVER 
Е THERE! /一 一 一 EV ) 
= | THE HEAT ) 
j SCRAMBLE 1 PLUS 
YER BRAINS А Å 
7 WHAT HAP- цэ E 
o PENED TO Mua |9, 
GRAMPS? З ШИЛ САМ 
ІШІЛІП ЛІ! 1 
— AI DANN A 
— ШИ y ul AT ENN Л 
2. М a || ШІ | ! N 


"T A SAID HE 
AEN HAD TO 
Z Ж. LX. GO FIX A 
2 7 CLA PROBLEM 
PE Е \ e 4 WITH THE 
T V р SURVEIL- 
x E Na 3 LANCE 
у у м у SYSTEM. 
=== CHECK SC THIS 43 5 
ІТ OUT. 16 УУНАТ 
ТНЕУ 
E BURIED. 
-- y 1 
7 А 7 
AI J De 
4 


ALTERED 
How? 


EG THIS RE- 
: ANY SIGN CORD YOU 
" OF INTRU- WORKED 
1 SION? SO HARD 
JA No. Å TO DIG 
/? У THEY'VE Be N o у IN ` ON OUT... 
W GOT A 5 : DI Ç THE NET, 
@ STAND- 4 THE WHOLE 
cM ALONE ENTRY 
5 МЕТ | SHOWS 
| И = TRACES 
HERE: مت‎ ДҮҮ OF BEING 


el ALTERED.‏ هې 


---ALL THE 


ALTERATIONS 
LEAD BACK 
TO THE SAME 
MECHANIC. 

ML G 0839 : 

SES e 

1 wast! gen" ٨ © 
ev 
employ age Цан 
men a NI 


THIS IS 


uP IN 
TOHOKU. 
HUH. SAME 
PLACE WHERE HASHIKAMI. à / 
TOGUSA'S Eod < ٢ 4 
WORKING HASHIKAMI. I A 
HIS CASE. d 
Y 


СО 


WHAT'S НЕ 
DOING ROOT- 
ING AROUND IN 
THE BOONIES, 


ANYWAY? 


A MIGRANT 
WORKER 
FROM 
AOMORI 
DISTRICT. 
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APPARENTLY 
THEY FOUND 
THE MAJOR'S 


== ~ № 


SA 


ly 


ИИ ть 


IT'S JUST Auster вий? + 


YOu LOOK 

ALOT LIKE DEED Ë 

SOMEONE I + ¿Z 
KNOW... 7 2 


LET ME 
GUESS. 
COUNCILOR 
SHINRA 
MKO- 
MOTO? 


THE 
de FORMER 
ACTRESS? 


2 


SHINRA'S 
MY ELDER 


SISTER. 


МУ STEP- 
FATHER'S 
BODY WAS 
DISCOVERED 
AMONG 
THE ONES 
DUMPED 
HERE. 


AN OLD à 
COWORKER | NN DID you 
OF MINE. у NN KNOW ONE 
OF THE 
DECEASED, 
TOO? 


NOT THAT 
WE'RE 
CLOSE. OUR 
PARENTS 
DIVORCED 
WHEN WE 
SHE LIVED 
WITH ONE, WERE 
AND I LIVED YOUNG. 
WITH THE 
OTHER. WE 
HAVEN'T 
SEEN EACH 
OTHER 
SINCE. 


зөв 
m 


OH, I'M 
SORRY 
FOR 
YOUR 
LOSS. 


AND WAS THAT 
COWORKER 
ALSO A 
BELIEVER OF 
ATERUI? 


IT'S А 
RELIGIOUS ٢ 
MOVEMENT. V 

MY STEP- 
FATHER WAS 
АМ ADHER- |Ë 
ENT. 


АТЕЕШІ...? 


Т WANTED ТО = 
KNOW MORE Ч 
ABOUT HIS 
DEATH, SO I 
CAME HERE TO 
INVESTIGATE. x 


I'D LIKE 
TO FIND OUT 
WHAT HAP- 
PENED TO MY 
COWORKER, 
TOO. 


SORRY. I 
DIDN'T GIVE 
you MY 
NAME. 


- 
- 


NICE TO 
MEET YOU 
I'^ MARI 


HASHIKAMI 
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UNDERCOVER 


MOST LIKELY 

IT WOULD BE 

NICE IF OURS | 

BRINGS AN- 
SWERS. 


Burr uer ۴٣ 


ADMIT I DIDN'T 
EXPECT THEIR 
VILLAGE 
TO BE SO 
REMOTE. 


I SUPPOSE 

YOUR STEP- 
FATHER MUST 
HAVE MADE 

THIS TREK A 

NUMBER OF 

TIMES, TOO. 


YEAH. IT 
SOUNDS 
LIKE THIS 
RELIGION 
ОЕ HIS..- 
THIS 
ATERUI.-- 


---MIGHT BE 
THE ONLY 
WINDOW INTO 
HIS DEATH. 


LOOKS 
LIKE WE'VE 
ARRIVED. 


THIS PLACE 
SURE 15 
EERIE... 


VILLAGE OF 
АТЕВЫ!. 


| 


à 


WONDER 
: IF THERE'S 
AH. HOW Я = "| ANY INFO 
THOUGHT- 2 <=... S > ON THE 


GOTTA BE 
KIDDING 


I CAN'T EVEN 
GET A LINK 
WITH THE 
EMERGENCY 
SATELLITES 
UP HERE. 


MARINE 


| ч. ‚ SURVEYS, 
I WOULDN'T ; N ` THOLIGH. 


HAVE GUESSED 
THAT WAS YOUR 
LINE OF WORK. 


PARDON, 
BUT MIGHT 
YOu BE 
MISS HA- 
SHIKAMI? 


I HANDLE 
PUBLIC 
RELATIONS 
FOR АТЕЕШІ. 


THAT'S 
CORRECT. 


IN THIS 
DAY 
AND 

AGE? 


THE REST 
OF THE 
OFFICE 

JOKES THAT 

I NEVER 
EARNED 
MY SEA 


HONESTLY, 
THOUGH, 
THEY KEEP 
ME IN DRY 
DOCK MOST 
OF THE 
TIME. 


YES. I'M 
MARI HA- 
SHIKAMI. 


OH! THANK 
YOU AGAIN 
FOR THE 
LETTER YOU 
SENT. 


LIVING 
DISCONNECTED 
FROM THE 
NETWORKS IS 
ONE OF OUR 
FUNDAMENTAL 
PRECEPTS. 


I GOT 
SOME SAD 
NEWS ABOUT 
ONE OF MY 
COWORKERS. 
HER PROSTHETIC 
BODY WAS 
AMONG THE 
ONES AT THE 
DUMP SITE. 


ATERUI 
WELCOMES 
ALL IN NEED 
WITH OPEN 


SORRY. HER 
VENERABLE 
PROSTHETIC? 


BUT OF 
COURSE. 


I DON'T 
BELIEVE 
I CAUGHT 
YOUR NAME, 
MISTER.--2 


IT'S 
TOGUSA. 


INVITED 
HIM 
ALONG. 


WE SHALL 
BE HAPPY 
TO PROVIDE 
ANY INFOR- 
MATION WE 


---ABOUT YOUR 
ASSOCIATE'S 
VENERABLE 
PROSTHETIC. 


SOME THINGS 
ARE BEST 
UNDERSTOOD 
WHEN OB- 
SERVED WITH 
ONE'S OWN 
PLEASE, 
FOLLOW 


WHAT |S THAT 
SUPPOSED 
TO MEAN? 


MISTER 
TOGUSA. 


AS YOU KNOW, 
WE LIVE IN 
AN AGE OF 

RELENTLESS 

PROSTHETICI- 

ZATION. 


AS ADHERENTS 
OF ATERUI, 
WE HARBOR 

AN INTENSE 
AVERSION 
TO SUCH 
PRACTICES. 


YOU'RE 
DISAS- 
SEMBLING 


TO OFF- 
SET THOSE 
IMPERFECTIONS 
WITH MUNDANE 


THE BEAUTY 
OF THE BODIES 
BESTOWED 
UPON US LIES 


CONTRAPTIONS F š IN THEIR 


IS AN AFFRONT 
TOD IMPERFECTION. 


WE REFER 
TO THE 
PROSTHETICS 
AS \VENER- 
ABLE”... 


--- JUST AS 
ONE MIGHT 
SWEEP 
DIRTY THINGS 
UNDER 
A RUG. 


THE RITE 
ALLOWS SOUL 
TO BE FREED 

FROM 
MECHANICAL 


A PURIFICATION, 
SO THAT IT MIGHT 
AT LAST MAKE 
ITS WAY TO THE 
REALM 
BEYOND. 


Е 
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I AM SURE 


THE OFFICI- 
ANT WOULD 
BE HAPPY 
TO SHARE 
Tr FURTHER 
s PLEASE ENLIGHTEN- 
ACCOMPANY MENT. 
ME TO THE 
TEMPLE, 
WHERE YOu 
MAY SIGN IN. 


REMIND ME 
WHY I'M 
HAVEN'T \ : USING A 
DONE THIS | WE BRUSH? 
SINCE I \ KEEP OUR 
WAS IN 12071 \ RECORDS 
\ ВУ НАМР. 


IN THIS 
DAY AND 


YOUR 

PENMAN- 

SHIP 16... 
LOVELY. 


HM... WHY 
DO I FEEL 
LIKE I'm 
FORGET- 
TING SOME- 
THING... 


BELIEVE 
т. 
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С —у, 


---ENJOY 
DELECTABLE 
SALMON AND 

COP ALONG 
WITH MOUTH- 
WATERING, 
SAVORY 
LIVER ANP 
SOFT COD 
БОБ... 


SCORE! 
AUTHENTIC 
LOCAL 


IT'S GOTTA 
BE INCRED- 


I KNEW I'D 
FIND SOME- 


"ЯЛАА 


THIS 16 | ТОТАЦУ 
ae DIGGIN! 
SE CHANCE 
ASSIGN- 
MENTS 
WORTH IT! 


I DOING?! 
TOGUSA'LL KILL 
ME IF I RUN 


I FOR- 
GETTING 
SOME- 
THING? 


NOT A CLUE | 
HOW THE ٩ RIGHT. GET 
: A LEAD ON 
PROSTHETICS | THE TRUCK 
WERE TRANS- : USED TO 
PORTED up Үр DUMP THE 


BODIES. 


THE NETS 
AREN'T 
HELPING. I 
WIDENED THE 
SEARCH AND 
STILL CAME 
uP EMPTY 


SO WHERE 
DO I во 
FROM 
HERE? 


WHAT ELSE CAN V/ | 
I ACCOMPLISH 
ON MY OWN? 


IF I DON'T THINK 
OF SOMETHING..- 


---GIMME 
some 


KINDA HINT 


стом, 
MAJOR 
KLIGANAGI..- 


2 
way, N 
Wy غه‎ 


HEY! THIS 
ONE'S GOT 
SCRAPED 
KNEES, 
TOO! 


---WHAT 

GOT ME 
A SPOT IN 
SECTION 9. 


те LIKE 
SOMEONE 
DRAGGED 


\ HER. 


سنا 


WHY 
ARE HER 
KNEES ALL 
SCRAPED 
up? 


TIME TO 
SHOW 
THOSE 


VESTIGE 
OF 
GHOST... 


---IN THE 
SHELL 
RESIDING..- 


---DIVULGE 
THY TALE 
THAT TRUTH 
BE KNOWN. 


NOTHING. 
I DON'T 
FEEL A 
THING. 


LIKE AN 
EMPTY 
LUNCHBOX. 


= 


ALL RIGHT. 
FINE. I DON'T 


HERE WILL 
DO JUST 
FINE. 


NICE SIDE- 
BURNS! 


SO MUCH 


INTERFER- 


ENCE. 


IT'S MY 
PERIOD... 


BUT AT 
LEAST NOW 
I'VE GOT 
SOMETHING 
TO WORK 
WITH! 
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---WEREN'T 
CARRIED 
BY A TRUCK 
AT ALL. 


THAT'S WHY 
THERE WERE 
NO HITS ON 
THE NET. CAN'T 
FIND A TRUCK 
THAT DOESN'T 
EXIST. 


---WITH 
AN ALBINO 
CROW ON HIS 
SHOULDER. 


LOOKS 
LIKE THE 
PROSTHETICS 
DUMPED 
HERE... 


A TOWERING 
MAN 
DRESSED 
ALL IN 
WHITE..- 


THROWN 
'EM OFF 
TO LAND 
HERE IN 
THE PUMP 
SITE. 
HE WOLILD'VE 
b DRAGGED 
THAT prs 'EM UP THE 
EXPLAINS PUES OTHER SIDE 
THE еҙ ОЕ ТНАТ 
SCRAPES "s CLIFF... 
ON THEIR 
KNEES. 


AND THE 
GUY IN 
WHITE..- 
HE WAS 
MASSIVE. 


WHO IS 
HE? 


ALMOST 
LIKE RUN- 
NING INTO A 
REAL, LIVE 
BEAR. 


WE OFTEN 
SEE THEM. 
OUR CLIMATE 
IS WARMER 
THAN THAT 
OF THE 
MUNDANE. 


PLEASE. 
HAVE A 
SEAT. 


WE SHARE 
YOUR SURPRISE 
IN HEARING OF 
HIS DEATH AND 
DISCOVERY IN 
THE MUNDANE. 


ALLOW ME 
TO RECOUNT 
THE DETAILS 
OF YOUR 
FATHER TO 
THE EXTENT 


7 mm + TT 
| Д | | ADEPT 


HASHIKAMI 
2 FLED FROM 
---THE ٢ 4 


THE ATERUI 
MOHI BE | үө f (n COMMUNITY 
FORE HIS 1! de 
HUNDRED ЩИ! 
Days’ 
TRAINING 
WAS TO 
BEGIN. 


EN 
1 
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IAM 
WAKAI, 
OFFICIANT 
OF THE 
RITE. 


T UNDER- 
STAND YOU 
ARE ADEPT 
HASHIKAMI'S 
DAUGHTER. 


DID vou 
FILE A 
REPORT 

WITH THE 

POLICE? 


WELCOME 
WITH OPEN 
ARMS 
j AND SEND 
18 OFF WITH 
TE WAVING 
те HANDS 
HERE. 
нин? 


AND 


ALL MAY 
COME AND 
GO AS THEY 

PLEASE. 

IT IS NOT 
OUR WAY TO 


=, INTERFERE. 


CORRECT. 


AND THAT, 
I REGRET 
TO SAY, 6 
ALL I KNOW 
OF ADEPT 
HASHIKAMI. 


OWN THIRST 
FOR THE TRUTH 


не 


WAS GREAT. 
HIS DIS- 
APPEARANCE, 
THEREFORE, 
WAS QUITE 
I MUST UNEXPEC- 
ADMIT WE TED. 
FOUND IT 
PUZZLING. 


THAT IS 


HE WAS 
THOUGHT 


CIPLES. 


VILLAGE 12 
А PLACE OF 
LEARNING. 


OF HIGHLY 
AMONG THE 
OTHER DIS- 


WHAT 
ABOUT 
YOU? DO 
YOL NOT 
FIND IT 
HARD? 


--- THAT 


I WAS 
LED HERE 
BY FATE. 


MY OWN 
GOD-GIVEN 
CONDITION 
RENDERS 
ME UNSUIT- 
ABLE FOR 
CYBERIZA- 

TION. 


FOR THOSE 
WITHOUT 
EXPERIENCE 
LIVING AWAY 
FROM THE 
NETWORKS... 


---IT 
CAN BE 
DIFFICULT 
TO COPE. 


4 MISTER 
TOGLIGA..- 


---OF ANY 
MOTOKO 
KUSANAGI 
HAVING 
COME 
TO OUR 
VILLAGE. 4 IT WOULD 
å SEEM WE 
HAVE NO 
RECORD..- 


PLEASE 
LET це 
KNOW IF 
THERE |S 
ANYTHING 
YOU RE- 


IT IS OUR 
PLEASURE. 
DESCENT INA 
BLIZZARD LIKE 
THIS WOULD 
BE QUITE 
PERILOUS. 


I SHALL 
LEAVE YOu 
TO REST. 
GOOD 
NIGHT. 


SORRY ТО 
SPEND THE 
NIGHT UNAN- 
NOUNCED... 


DO NOT BE 
CONCERNED. 
WE HAVE 
PREPARED A 
ROOM IN THE 
DORMITORY 
ACROSS THE 
WAY. 


---NO 
MATTER 
HOW MANY 
TIMES I 


STILL NOT 
GETTING 
THROUGH... 


CUISINE! 


---ANP LEFT 
HER ALL ON 
HER OWN. 
HOPE SHE'S 
OKAY. 


HEY. 
TSUNAGI. 


GOT 
CAUGHT 
LIP IN AN 
IMPROMPTU 
INFILTRATION 
OP... 


I JUST 
HOPE I MAKE 
IT SAFELY 
THROUGH 
THE NIGHT. 


STILL NOT 
QUITE 
SURE 

WHAT TO 
MAKE... 


| = 
Ї 
Ai 


PLEASE. 
COME IN. 


I'D say 
WE'VE HIT 
A DEAD 

END. DOESNT 
DOESN'T 
SEEM TO 

HAVE MANY 

DETAILS ON 

YOUR STEP- 


THAT'S 
JUST MY 
INSTINCT, 


TELL ME... 
THE THINGS 
THE OFFICI- 
ANT SAID. 
WHAT DID 
YOU THINK? 


THE STORE- 
HOUSE WHERE 
WE SIGNED IN. 
THERE WAS A 
BUT TELL 


WIRED CON- 


ME, DID 


SOLE IN THE 
Š You NOTICE 


ANYTHING 
STRANGE? 


YEAH. THE 
THING WAS 
ANCIENT BUT 
IT LOOKED 
LIKE IT WAS 
STILL IN USE. 


YEAH. SOME- 
THING'S OFF 


AND THE 
TAXIDERMY 
MOUNT... 


THERE'S 
A SURVEIL- 
LANCE 
CAMERA IN 
THE EYE. 
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THINKING 
I'D LIKE 
TO FIGURE 
OUT WHAT'S 
ON THAT IT GETS 
CONSOLE. LATE, AND 
EVERYONE'S 
ASLEEP... 


---WHO 
EXACTLY 
ARE 
you? 


JUŞTA 
CURIOUS 
INDIVID- 


V. 
| N 


HH 


CH 


В 
} 
f 
1 
1 


NA 


WHAT WAS THAT 


ОЕ DID 
SOMEONE... 


LOOKS 
(V LIKE A 
| PROPANE 
|| TANK. 


_-- THE 
HELL IS 
THAT? 
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لح ېچ کچ 


UR 


ай 


- 94 - 


03 


WHITE BEAR 


= 


HOW THE 
HELL? 15 
THIS GUY 
AN OLP 

WARTIME 
MODEL? 


Š Е 
SS HEG THAT - 
: STRONG, 


== THEN LET'S - 


Bag TARGET THE 


Le 
МА 


GREAT. 
LOOKS 
LIKE MY 
INFIL- 
Tuer TRATION 
вот CUT OP... 


MISTER 
TOGUSA! 
WHAT 
IS GOING 
ON?! 


106 - 


THE MAIOR'S 
PROSTHETIC! 
IN TOHOKU! 
IS IT TRUE?! 


= 
Й 
< 


FIRST, THE 
DEBRIEFING. 


WELL. 
ALLOW ME 
TO BEGIN 
OUR 
REPORT 


AS PART 
OF THE 
INVESTIGATION 
INTO THE ATTACK 
MADE DURING 
COUNCILOR 
MIKOMOTO'S 
PUBLIC 
ADDRESS... 


PROCEEDED 
TO OSAKI HEAVY 
INDUSTRIES, 
WHERE THE Hi- 
JACKED TYPE- 

295 WERE 


--- SOMEONE HAD 
TAMPERED WITH 
THE SERVICE RE- 
CORDS FOR ALL 
THIRTEEN OF THE 
HACKED PROS- 
THETICS. 


ACCORDING 
TO HIS 

COWORKERS, 

HE UP AND 

VANISHED 

APPROXIMATELY 

ONE MONTH 

HIS 


AGO. 
EMPLOYER 
FILEDA 
MISSING 
PERSONS 
REPORT. 


THEIR ON-SITE 
STANDALONE 
NET CONTAINED 
EVIDENCE 
SUGGESTING 
THAT... 


NO 
CRIMINAL 
RECORD. 
WHERE- 
ABOUTS 

UNKNOWN. 


ORIGINALLY 
MANLIFAC- 
TURED. 


THAT LED 
US TO THIS 
INDIVIDLIAL. 

A MECHANIC 
EMPLOYED 
AT OSAKI. 


HIS SUR- 
NAME'S 
QUITE THE 
MOUTH- 
FUL. 


WHAT'S 
THE DEAL, 
CHIEF? YOU 
HEARD OF 


HASHIKAMI. 
I THOUGHT 
$0, TOO. 


WHOA! 
ARE THEY 
RELATED 


THE 
BROAD? 


SOMEONE 
IN TOHOKU 
WHO CAUGHT 
TOGUSA'S 
ATTENTION. 


LOOK AT THIS. 
TOGUSA ASKED 
TO HAVE HER 
FAMILY REGIS- 
TER PULLED. 
WHAT'S THAT 
ABOUT? 


MARI 


WHOA! 


WASN'T 2 
LISTED ON E 
HERE UNTIL 
AGE EIGHT. HASHIKAMI, 
BEFORE SHE AND IT GETS RIGHT ON THE 
WAS ADOPTED BY 
HER STEPEATHER BETTER. REGISTER. 
^ d 
SHE LIVED THEY'RE 
WITH A SISTER. SIBLINGS. 
ONE SHINRA 
MIKOMOTO- YEAH. BUT 


READ THE 
FINE PRINT. 
NOT BY 


LOOKS LIKE 
: MARI COULD 
YES- BE A KEY 
MURDERED, SOURCE OF 
APPARENTLY. INFORMA- 
YESTERDAY. TION. 


TOGUSA 
BETTER BE 
KEEPING 
HER CLOSE 


HOW? THE 
REGISTER 
LISTS HER AS 
DECEASED. 


HOW THE 
HELL 
DID THAT 
HAPPEN?! STORY? 
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THE 
DAUGHTER, 
MARI, PAID 
A VISIT TO 

THE VILLAGE 

TO FIND OUT 

ABOUT HER 
STEPFATHER'S 


22 


SHE WAS 


OH, 
YEAH. THAT 
\CORPOREAL 
FUNDAMEN- 
TALIST" GROUP 


HIS PROS- 
THETIC 
SHOWED UP 


MARI 
HASHIKAMUS 
STEPFATHER 

WAS AN 
ADHERENT 
OF ATERLI. 


IT SEEMS THE 
STEPFATHER 
FLED THE 
ATERLII COM- 
MUNITY ABOUT 
A MONTH 
AGO. 


7 
BRUTALLY 27 7 
7“ 
MURDERED 17:22 IN THE SAME 
RIGHT BEFORE |, 


WE'D BEEN 
TOGLISA'S d INVESTIGAT- 


EYES. 


NOW WE HAVE 
EVIDENCE OF A 
STEPBROTHER 
ON THE 
RUN AFTER 
TAMPERING 
WITH SERVICE 
RECORDS AT 
OSAKI. 


THE SAME 
MANUFACTURER OF 
THE PROSTHETICS 
USED IN THE 
ATTEMPT ON THE 
ELDER SISTER'S 
LIFE. 


I'VE 
GOT THIS. 
WANNA 
FOLLOW- 
LIP ON THE 
MAJOR, 
ANYWAY. 


I WANT YOu ТО 

RENDEZVOUS 

WITH ISHIKAWA 

AND FIND OUT 

WHAT THEY'RE 
LIP TO. 


---GET 
KILLED, I'D GIVEN 
SAY TOGU- THE WAY 
SA'S NOT HE LET 
UP ТО THE OUR KEY 
TASK. PERSON 


ARE YOU 
HEADED? 


I'VE GOT 
SOMETHING 
ELSE IN 
MIND FOR 
you. 


---OF HIGHLY 
POLLUTED 
WATERS, 
ABOUT SIX 
KILOMETERS 
OFF THE 
OKINAWAN 


ATOLL. WE'VE HAD 


A REPORT OF 
NUMEROUS 
SUSPICIOUS 

VESSELS 

ANCHORED IN 

A REGION. 


WHAT IS THIS, 
SOME KIND OF 
DISTRACTION? 


TRYING TO 
KEEP ME 
BUSY AND 
OUT OF THE 
LOOP? 


THE 


REPORT 
FURTHER 
NOTED 
IN LIGHT TRACES OF 
OF THE THE МАЗОК 
REVELATIONS LINKED TO 
MADE IN THOSE 
CONJUNCTION VESSELS. 
WITH THE 
DUMP 


SITE... 


---I THINK IT 
IS PLAUSIBLE 
THAT THIS IS 
RELATED. 


BATOU, ۸ 
PUTTING 


YOU IN 
CHARGE..- 


---OF 
CHASING 
DOWN THE 
MAZJOR'S 


UGH. 
BACK 
TO THE 
SOUTHERN 


MY BRAIN’S ISLES: 


GONNA 
SHORT OUT 
FROM THE 


---YOU'LL BE 
POSING AS A 
NEW DISCIPLE 
OF АТЕЕШІ. GET 
INSIDE THE 
COMMUNITY 


AND AS 
AND FIND OUT FOR YOL, 


WHAT'S GOING АМА 
М ON. 


WHAT?! ٢ 
THOUGHT 


TOGUSA 
AMONG OUR à WAS ON 


OPERATIVES, YOU 
HAVE THE LEAST 
PROSTHETIC 
ENHANCEMENT, 
AS WELL AS THE 
LOWEST Al, SO І 
DECIDED YOU'RE 
THE OPTIMAL 
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OH, DON'T 
GIVE ME 
THAT. TUST 
SIT. 


I WANT 
YOU TO 
KNOW ۸ 
VERY 
UNHAPPY 
WITH YOU. 


po vou 
HAVE ANY 
IDEA HOW 
LONELY IT 
IS BEING 

ABAN- 
DONED IN 

AN LIN- 
FAMILIAR 


KIND OF 7-3 
HAZING?! 


YOL FIND 

J YOURSELF 
OUT ON 

A DATE? 


WHO'S 
THIS 
MARI 

CHICK?! 


THAT'S THE 

NATURE OF 
AN INVES- 
TIGATION. 


SOMETIMES 
YOU HAVE 
TO RIDE THE 
CURRENT 
AND SEE 
WHERE IT 
TAKES 
you. 


SHE'S DEAD. 
BECAUSE 
I FAILED TO 
PROTECT 
HER. 


SAVE IT. I 
ALREADY 
KNOW 
YOU'RE A 
SKEPTIC. 


SOMEONE 

I'M HAVING 
ВАТОЦ AND 
THE OTHERS 
LOOK INTO. 


WILL YOL 
PLEASE 
sır? 


WENT THE 
PSYCHIC 
ROUTE. 


HASHIKAMI'S 
LATE STEPFA- 


THER. WHAT'S 
THE NAME? 
KAZUYUKI? 


STILL, PRETTY 
SURPRISING 
TO LEARN THAT 
THE GUY LYING 
NEXT TO THE 
МАЛОЕ... 


I WANNA 
HEAR 
WHAT YOL 
TURNED 
ur 
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I STILL LOTS OF 
COULDN'T : sf RESIDUAL YEAH, REAL 
MAKE OUT sa MEMORIES SHOCK. YOU 
MUCH BE- FLOATING SAID WE 


CAUSE OF AROUND IN NEEDED 
MY PHYSICAL MORE INFO, 


CONDITION. SOT DID 


ANOTHER 
å READ ON 

AND WEIRD ull NM N : 1 THE GHY 
AS IT IS, I : 
DIDN'T FIND 
A SHRED IN 

THERE ABOUT 
ANY STEP- 
DAUGHTER. 


BUT L AM 
CERTAIN OF 
ONE THING. 

THIS KAZUYUKI 

GUY WAS 

DEEP INTO 
ATERLII. 


... ABOUT 
THAT OTHER 
CREEPY GUY. 
ALL IN WHITE 
NEXT TIME AND BIG AS 
I SEE HIM, 
HE'S GOING 
STRAIGHT 
INTO A 
PEN. 


SHIFTY EYES? 
YOU'VE BEEN 
GLANCING 
AWAY SINCE 


IM 
CHECKING 
THE RE- 
FLECTION. 


GOTTA 
KEEP 
TABS ON 
MY TAIL. 


FOR GOD'S 
SAKE, DON'T 
LOOK AT 


ATERUI SENT 
HIM. THEY'RE 
TRYING TO 
FIGURE OUT 
WHO T AM. 


I KNEW IT! 
YOU ARE 
HAVING AN 
AFFAIR. 


Y'KNOW, 
SOMETHING 
TO HOLD 
THEIR 


READING. 
GETS 
JUICIER. 


wow. 
YOU'VE 
EVEN 
GOT FAKE 


CHATLOGS 
SET ЧР 


DON'T 
WORRY. I'VE 
ALREADY 
PLANTED A 
JUICY COVER 
STORY. 


I DON'T 
THINK THIS 


IF YOU'RE 
THAT WORRIED, 
READ IT YOUR- 

SELF. YOU'RE 


occura- | COVERED, 
om? TION... TOO. 


YOU'RE A 
MARINE 
RESEARCH 
SPECIAL- 
IST? 


WHAT 
DID You 
WRITE?! 
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THEY'RE 
FOLLOW- 


WHAT KIND 
OF DIRTY, 
PER- 
VERTED 
OLD 
СЕЕЕР... 


SUPPOSED ТО 
BE HAVING АМ 
AFFAIR. I'D SAY 
IT HITS ALL THE 
RIGHT NOTES. 


BY THE 
WAY, THE LOVE 
HOTEUS REAL. 

WE'VE GOTA 
ROOM BOOKED 
TONIGHT. 


М 
INEXPERIENCED, 
RIGHT? 


YOU'RE 
KIDDING. 
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f Had so much fun 
today. @ 
Wuv you forever, 
М Togoy-Bear. Y 


Love you, too. 


No, I love you more! 999 
Nighty-night! x 


Turns out | can't sleep without 
your sexy arms د ۷ه‎ SC 


% 


We can hole up 
in a love hotel. 


KIDDING 
Really?! A love hotel?! me?! 
/ cant цай! ØØ 


2getherdever! ۷٧ 


| 


! || т 


PRIVATE 
INVESTIGA- 
TOR, HUH? 


HAVE YOU 
INTERRUPTING 
OUR HUNT 
FOR THE 
GREAT WHITE 
BEAR- 


OH MY 
GOD! IT'S 
FINALLY 


I STILL 
NEED A 
MOMENT 
TO PRE- 


GONNA 
HAVE TO 


ARE YOu 
STILL 
TALKING 
WE'RE 
---AND 
WHEN SHE 
LOST HER 
VIRGINITY 
SHE BE- 
CAME EVEN 
MORE 
ATTUNED. 


COURSE, 
THERE WAS 
THIS ONE 
GIRL IN THE 
BUREAU, 
A COUPLE 
YEARS 
OLDER 
THAN ME... 


---MY 
HEART IS 
FULL WITH 
ANTICIPA- 

TION. 


TO KEEP 
YA. 


FINALLY 
MADE 
PEACE 
WHAT'RE WITH 


you 
TALKING THIS! 


ABOUT?! 
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V 


у Tr Vi 


DANG IT, 
SAITO! 
WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 
HERE?! 


FINISHED 
TUNING IT. 
DON'T EVEN 
BREATHE 
ON IT, ALL 
RIGHT? 


---THIS 
MARK OF 
OURS MADE 
QUITE THE 
NAME FOR 
HIMSELF IN 
SAKHALIN 
DURING THE 
BIG ONE. 


AND YOU 
AREN'T THE 
FIRST TO MAKE 
THE ASSO- 
CIATION. “WHITE 
BEAR" WAS HIS 
WARTIME NICK- 

N 


| АМЕ. 


—— 
E 


---RIGHT UP 
UNTIL THE 
MOMENT HE 
FINDS HIS 
CHANCE TO 
STRIKE. 


AND ONCE HE 
DOES, HE WAITS. 
BLENDS IN WITH THE 
BRANCHES, LEAVES, 
AND DIRT LIKE HE'S 
MADE OF THE STUFF. 
PISSING AND SHIT- 
TING RIGHT WHERE 
HE LIES... 
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WOW... 
SO THIS IS 
WHAT YOu 

USE TO 

TAKE OUTA 

BEAR. 


LISTEN, 
TOGUSA. 


INTEL YOu 
SENT OVER IS 
ACCURATE... 


HE'S А 
HUNTER AT HEART. 
THE SMALLEST DIS- 
TURBANCE TO THE 
TERRAIN, A SINGLE 
THREAD LEFT BE- 
HIND, HE SEES IT 
AND KNOWS RIGHT 
WHERE YOU ARE. 


THEY لا‎ ) 
LEARN THE 


LAY OF THE 
LAND... 
A HUNTING 
---LIVE AS CULTURE. 
ONE WITH THE | BEEN AROUND 
MOUNTAIN, FOR CENTU- 
AND PAY THEIR RIES. 


RESPECTS TO a 
MATAGI? 


THEIR PREY 
BEFORE ы WHAT'S 
CLAIMING 5 THAT? 


ITS LIFE. 


SEASONED 
WARRIORS 


ON THE 
BATTLE- THE HUNTS- 
FIELD OF MEN OF THE 
THE MIND. MOUNTAINS. 
MASTERS 


OF THE KILL 
ZONE. 


BUT 


WHATEVER 
---THEY'RE YOU WANNA 
LIVING, CALL ЕМ... 
BREATHING 
WEAPONS, 
BORN TO 


HUNT. 


ISN'T THAT 
WHAT THEY 
SENT AZUMA 
TO FIGURE 
OUT? 


А GUY 
LIKE THAT 
INVOLVED 
IN ATERUI? 


WE LABOR 
DAY AND 
NIGHT 
HERE. 
THAT 16 
THE SPIRIT 
OF TRUE 
BELIEF. 


04 


STORMING 


¿ 


— \ 
d N'TGIEU 
OKINAWA È 


RESIST 
DEFEND 


MUST BE | J UN GREETINGS, paka у DANN 
HERE | ^ MY MAN. d ISHIKAWA. 
LOOKIN! Ч = CAN'T EVEN 
FOR \ MEET ME 

AT THE 


WORK. |. YOU DON'T 
1 STRIKE ME 
AS THE 
TOURIST 
TYPE. 


AIRPORT? 


ACT TOO 
TOUGH AN’ 
YOU MIGHT 

LAND 
YOURSELF 
IN 
TROUBLE. 


JUST 
WATCH 
p» YOUR STEP 
THE ще a YEAH? 
ISLANDS : 2 
AIN'T LIKE 
THEY USED 
TO BE. 


TIMES 
A-CHANGIN', 
HUH? 
ANYTHING 
TO DO WITH 
THESE BEAT- 
uP PROTEST 


WHAT'S THAT 
ARTIFICIAL ISLAND 
CALLED AGAIN? 
NATA? Y'KNOW, 
THE CHINESE ONE 
THAT POPPED LIP 
RIGHT AFTER THE 
WAR. IN OKINAWAN 
WATERS. 


HEARD LIFE 
ON THE ATOLL 
ISN'T TOO SAFE 
ANYMORE, 
THANKS TO 
THE NEW 
NEIGHBORS. 


OKINAWAN 
WATERS, HM? 
| ---WELL, JUST 
BE CARE- 


DON'T END 
UP ON THE 
WRONG 
SIDE, 
YEAH? 


LISTEN UF 
BATOL..- 
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apt 
p. 
RNOLD OF 
Nd, 
ISHIKAWA, 
LET 


CERE dE 
A HAND, 
EON 
сг, 


TRE ТЕ 
„en 
epee 
е 
E 
галыг 
PENES 


ISHIKAWA'S 
uz. 
Sn 

Bee 
АЕ ера 
INP FIND O 
инат THOSE 


ER, 
айны 
bro a 
iis 


OE 
RANE 


SUSPICIOUS 
ME Er 
E 
GE 
МАНЕР IN. 
2 
M acum 
ii 
MATER G: 


pedi id 
MEE 
SUGGESTING | 


| THE MATOR'S 


BEEN THERE: 


1 


NEED 

HELE 
WORKIN 
CHINE? 
ве 


sores 

CYBORGS. 

rae 
TOR 


AIN'T GOT 
TIME TO 
ARGUE. 

THE MIS- 
sus IS 
WAITIN’ 

REAL 


| PATIENT- 
I DON'T | | LIKE. 


NEED A 
FISTFUL 


AN 
ENCRYPTION 


I KNOW 
WHERE I'M 
HEADED 
NEXT. 


RIGHT. THIS 
Kou әді HAS aor 
HOW'D I GET 2 j ISHIKAWA 
OUT HERE?! 5 WRITTEN 
ALL OVER 
7 
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ў Үй ree 
б % y ۸ 
du 0 


GOIN’ A 4 
LITTLE OVER- 


CAUTIONS, 
THOUGH. 


THIS HIS - 
WAY OF 

TELLIN’ ME 
TO FIND 


А NEW 
CAREER? ( 
gat 


Торо ка | 
D ui iy 


+ 
| 


9 


Тот 


FELLA, I CAN HEY THERE, 
GET YOU 30 BIG BOY 
FOR ONLY LOVE THE 
THREE DAYS HARDWARE. 
A WEEK! А \ b | GOT SOME 
DEEP-SEA 


ROOM AND 
BOARD 
INCLUDED! ) 

TOTALLY A ANA Z --УОЧ? BE 
PRIVATE PERFECT 
ACCOMMO- Í > FOR. BASE |S 
DATIONS! \ FIFTY PLUS 

⁄ : COMMISSION. 


T et DON'T BE SINK YER 
LIKE THAT! TEETH INTO 


MY GUY IT NEVER SORRY | YOU AND SOMEONE 
САМ EVEN |, À HURTS TO JUST HERE \ YOUR ELSE, 
GET YOU Ll- P TALK! Q TO SEE A \ BOLT- YA BALD 
CENSED- d FRIEND. ON TITS CHIP- 
m) H CAN GET MUNK! 
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THOUGHT 
I WARNED 


But IT 
SEEMS LIKE 
YOU STILL 
ENDED UP 


ON THE 
WRONG 


SIDE. 


HELP DESK 


> 
30 
E 
ха 
D 


WITH THE 
QINGSHE! 


YOU'RE 


---60 YOU'RE 
WITH THE 
YAMBARU?! 
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NS IN WE'LL LET YOU 


х A _ YAMBARU AND || /// 
= > |- yl QINGSHE GUYS | 
| ` N WORK THINGS 
N OUT AMONG — 
N № YOURSELVES! Ж 


"QING- 


WHAT IS THIS, 
ROMANCE OF 
THE THREE 
KINGDOMS? 


---BUT 
I GOT ONE 
QUESTION 
FOR YA. 
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HEY, 
50, REAL 
FLATTERED 
BY THE 
WELCOME 
ҒАЕТУ... 


WHO THE 
HELL ARE 


HM? YOu 
FEELING 
ALL 
RIGHT? 
те NOTHIN’. 
JUST A LITTLE 
GLITCH OR 


SOMETHIN’. 4 EXCITING 
BOUT. 


HMPH. 
FIGURES. 


те HARD TO 
KEEP THINGS 
FINE-TUNED..- 


---WHEN YOU 
TAKE ON 
THIS MANY 
AT ONCE, 
YKNOW? 
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AA ШИШ 


ІШ) 


at 


ули ll 


M V 


CC 


DID HE 
GET 
INSIDE 
OUR 
EYES?! 


MORE OF 
THE FIGHT 
YOLI-OVER- 


۷ 


I MIGHT 
NOT LOOK 
т BUT 
I'M VERY 
SENSITIVE. 


MIND GETTIN’ 
MY HANDS 
DIRTY WHEN 
I HAVE TO. 


C'MON! 
THOUGHT 
THIS WAS 
A WEL- 
COME 
PARTY! (2085 


LET'S 
GET 
TO THE 
DANCIN’ 


522 
| wi : 
1 11 


THESE ( 
YARNBALLS 
АМ” CHEAF- 
SKATES YER 
YAMMERIN' 


TRAFFICKING, 
SMUGGLING, 
MURDER... 


---YOU NAME 
IT, THE QINGSHE 
ARE IN ON IT. THE 
WHOLE ATOLUS 
FLOODED WITH 
CYBERDRUGS 
THEY BRING 
OVER. AS FOR 
ТНЕ- 


ү / 


GUYS ARE 

THE QING- 

SHE. THE 
GREEN 
SNAKE 
TRIAD. 


THE AREA 
OUT FRONT 
IS SWARMING 
WITH 
QINGSHE. 


TO HANDLE 
AT ONCE. 
TIME TO 
MAKE AN 
EXIT. 


THINK 
YOU CAN 
KEEP LIE 

BATOU? 


YOU'RE 
GETTING 
SOFT, 
ВАТОЦ. 


HEY! 
START 
COUGHIN’ 
UP AN- 
SWERS. 
HOW DO 
YOL KNOW 


PICK THE 
WRONG 
ROUTE 

AND WE'LL 

BE NECK- 
DEEP IN 
TRIADS 
AGAIN. 


WHO ARE 
you?! 
HOW 
DO You 
KNOW 


GOTTA BE 
READY FOR 
WHATEVER 

COMES 
AT YOu 
OFFLINE, 
TOO. 


YOL CAN'T 
EXPECT TO 
FINIGH EVERY 
FIGHT OVER 
THE NET. 


NI 
ШІН 


YOU GOT THE 
ENCRYPTION 
KEY, RIGHT? 
GIVE ITA 
WHIRL. 


ISHIKAWA?! $ 
IS THAT | 
you?! 


DON'T YOu 
DARE LUMP 
ME IN WITH 
THAT SHE- 
APE. 


MY MAIN 
PROSTHETIC'S 
HAVING SOME 


---AND THIS 
IS THE ONLY 
ONE I COULD 


GET AHOLD OF TROUBLES. 
AND OPERATE I NEEDED 
ANOTHER... 


REMOTELY. 


NOT TO 
MENTION, 


ITS А 
CAN'T BLOW SAFETY 
те ALL-OUT MY COVER MEASURE. 
WAR WITH WITH THE 
THE QINGSHE УАМВАВЦ. 


RIGHT NOW. 


$O THAT'S 
WHY you 
WENT TO 
ALL THIS 
TROUBLE. 
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THE SYNDICATE 
CALLS ITSELF 
YAMBARLI 
INDUSTRIES. ALL 
ХХ EMPLOYMENT ОМ 
FIGURED THE \ THE ATOLL RUNS 


JOB CENTER THROUGH IT. 
WOULD BEA З 

SAFE SPOT 
TO MEET UR 

WOULDN'T 


HAVE 


IMAGINED... 


--- THE 
QINGSHE 
WALKING 
STRAIGHT 

ONTO 
YAMBARU 

TURF. 


THE 
QINGSHE 
BOSS IS 
A GUY 
NAMED— 


FOUND 
"ЕМ! 
THEY'RE 
BACK 
HERE! 


SAY HELLO 
TO THE 
QINGSHE 
BOSS. 


THE BEGINNING 
OF THINGS 


THE 
WELCOME لص ان‎ | | 
PARTY'S | | 7 
OVER. TIME 
TO GO 2 | 
HOME. el | 


GUESS 
WE STILL 
GOT SOME 
TOASTS TO 


MAKE. 


А RULE 
FOR YOL 
WHILE 
YOU'RE 
UNDER- 
COVER. 


HOW OLD- 
SCHOOL 
CAN You 

GET? 


BUT I'LL 
BE TAKING 
MY STUN 
GLOVE 
FORA 


WHIRL, I 


TOO. 


WHAT 
KIND OF 
RULE |S 


THAT'S 
NOT THE 
ISSUE. 
MIGRANT 
WORKERS 
DON'T 
CARRY. PUT 
THE GUN 
AWAY. 


TOE TO 
TOE WITH 
THE TOP 
DOG, HM? 


ME AN 
OPENING. 
TLL BE 
RIGHT 


15 
H 


| 


NO. 
I WILL 
HANDLE 

THIS 
MYSELF. 


#7787: 


INSTEAD/OF 
METAL! 


HIS PROSTHETIC MUST 
BE REINFORCER BUT 
WITH WHAT? CARBON 
NANOTUBE MUSCLE 

FIBER? 


---NOT 
EVEN 
BULLETS 


WELL, 
WELL. 
LOOK WHAT 
SLITHERED 
INTO TOWN. 


FORGET STUN 
GLOVES. AGAINST 
THIS... 


ISLANDS’ 
SO-CALLED 
SYNDICATE. 


--- ALWAYS 
BEEN 
ON SUCH 
FRIENDLY 
TERMS WITH 
THE AUTHOR- 
(MES? 


I HOPE 
THE QINGSHE 
HAVEN'T FOR- 

GOTTEN... 


OKINAWA 
BELONGS 
TO YAMBARU 


INDUSTRIES. 
IT'S OUR 


THE HEAD 
OF THE 
YAMBARU 
HIMSELF. 


DON'T THINK 
I'VE MET YOU 
TWO. HOPE THE 
SNAKES AREN'T 
GIVING YOU ANY 
TROUBLE. 


THOUGH 
YOU DON'T 
EXACTLY 
LOOK LIKE 
YOU'RE HERE 
FOR SIGHT- 
SEEING. 


IF WE 
STAY ALL 
THE HEADWAY 
IVE MADE 
GOES UP IN 
SMOKE. 


THE BODY 
IM USING 
NOW ISN'T 
THE ONE THE 

| YANBARU | 


Ш 
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I'D HEARD 
OF TECH LIKE 
THAT BUT... 


I'D RATHER 
NOT HAVE MADE 
CONTACT WITH 
SECTION 9 WHILE 
IM INCOGNITO. 


I'VE ALREADY 
GOT MY HANDS 
FULL WITH THIS 

TURF WAR- 


CHIEF'S 
ORDERS- 
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I THOUGHT 
THAT'S WHAT 
TOGUSA'S 
LOOKING INTO. 
UP NORTH. 


24 
£ BEATS ME. 
PROBABLY 


SOME KINDA 
5, MESSAGE. 


---WE 
DO KNOW 
THAT IT 
ALL LEADS 
BACK TO 
SOME КІР. 


WE GOTA 
HIT. SIGNS OF 
THE MATOR'S 

PRESENCE. 


ANOTHER HIT | 


SHE-APE NEVER HERE. 


LIKED TO MAKE 
THINGS EASY 
DOES SHE THINK 
SHE'S STILL 
GOT US BY THE 
BALLS AFTER 
ALL THIS 
TIME? 


WHAT THE 
HELL HAVE 
TOHOKU AND 
OKINAWA 
GOT IN 
COMMON? ` 


ONE SHOH 
HASHIKAMI. OF 
OSAKI HEAVY 
INDUSTRIES- 


SHOH 
2 


you. 
YOU'RE 
HASHIKAMI, 
YEAH 


MUST BE 
FROM OSAKI- 
SOME GOON 

SENT TO 

TRACK ME 

DOWN. 
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NICE 
PROS- 
THETIC. 


2 


E Е 
22«0 
z 
бшш“! 
За ow 
: 0 
9396 


WOULD IT 
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---AND 
МАР... 


N 


“Дд 


| 


= UU 


SIGNBOARD: 17TH FLOOR: 


YES... I 
RECEIVED 
WORD THE 
OTHER DAY. 
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T'LL BE 
BY TO- 
MORROW. 


YOL NEED 


SOMEONE TO THAT'S 


CLAIM THE CORRECT. 
BODY? MARI 
HASHIKAMI 
AND I ARE 
SISTERS BY 


r SEE... 
YES. YES, 
OF COURSE. 

IT'S NO 
TROUBLE. 


FEELING 
A BIT 
FATIGUED? 


PARDON 
ME, 
COUN- 


те ALMOST 
TIME FOR 
YOUR NEXT 
ADDRESS. 
WE'LL NEED 
TO РЕРАКТ 
SOON IF 
WE'RE TO— 


A BLESSING 
IN DISGUISE, 
I'D SAY. 


-MAY HAVE ` NOT BAD 
BEEN JUST : АТ АШ.. ТНЕ 
УУНАТ УУЕ | OTHER DAY'S 
NEEDED To INCIDENT... 
CAPTURE 
THE SWING 
VOTES. 


TIM Y E mr ТЭ 1. I REALLY 
STARTING TO 5 3 : : HoPE 
WONDER IE AT EVERY | 


1, 
I'LL END UP eee. ау 
SITTING IN -- 


CASE. 
THE MAYOR'S 
SEAT OR 
LYING 
SIX FEET 
UNDER. 


I TOOK THE 
LIBERTY OF 
ARRANGING 
A SECURITY 
DETAIL. A 
FAVOR FROM 
A TRUSTED 


YES, AS ۸ 
AFRAID THE 
MUNICIPAL 
POLICE MAY BE 
MORE FOCUSED 
ON THEIR 
INCUMBENT 
BENEFACTOR. 


PUBLIC 
SECURITY 
SECTION 9, 
AGENTS PAZ 
AND BORMA, 
REPORTING 
FOR DUTY 


тө 
PLEASURE 
TO SERVE, 


COUNCILOR. | 


WE'VE BEEN 
INSTRUCTED 
TO SEE 
TO YOUR 
PERSONAL 
SAFETY. 


---LET'S 
GO WITH 
AQUARIUS. 


AND 
PLEASE DON'T 
FORGET TO 
LOCK UP AS 
YOu LEAVE. 


WHICH 
BODY 
WILL YOu 
BE USING 
TODAY, 
COUN- 
CILOR? 


SECTION 
FINALLY, 9! 


some 
PEACE 
OF MIND. 


NO. ON 
SECOND 
THOUGHT, 

SAGITTARIUS 
IS THE ONE. 


WHAT'S THE 
POINT OF 
STICKING 

BODYGUARDS 
ONA 
REMOTE? 


GOTTA DO 
IS MAKE 
SURE 
WHAT'S UP 
TOP STAYS 
SAFE. 


MUST BEA 
STATEMENT. QUICKLY, 
7 
ee , you TWO. 
WE'RE ONA 
HER DOWN, — 4 scrEpuLE. 
BUT SHE'LL 
KEEP COMIN’ 


POLITICAL 
LIFE SURE 
IS TOUGH. 


OF 
FOR 
2 


You 
OFFICE 


WHAT, 
THINKIN’ 
RUNNIN’ 


2 


---YOU'RE 
KIDDING, 
RIGHT 


- 181 - 


N.-- NO, 

МААМ. zem 
IT'S... IT'S 2 
МОТ WHAT 
IT LOOKS 

LIKE... 


= \ 9 1 
: \ M 4 RELATION- 
Bc c > I SHIP'S JUST 
| А COVER 
“2 STORY. 
HONEST. — = 


I DON'T 
HAVE ANY 
LILTERIOR— 


DOESN'T 
GET ANY 
QUIETER IN 
HER SLEEP 
I SEE. 


TELL ME 
ABOUT IT. 

SECTION 
92 REALLY 
LOWERED 
THE BAR. 


SEE? you 
DON'T HAVE 
THE GUTS 
FOR THIS 
LINE OF 


WASN'T SO 
LONG AGO 
WE WERE 
SAYING 
THE SAME 
THING 
ABOUT 
YOL. 


YOU'RE 
AWAKE. 


MOVE ON FINALLY 


ATERUI IN 13 
MINUTES, 45 
SECONDS. 


---L WASN'T 

TALKING IN 

МУ SLEEP 
WAS I? 


AND MR. 
SNIPER? 


MIND IF 
I SHOOT 
HER? 


AND 
MAR YOUR 
ILLUSTRIOUS 
CAREER? 
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YOU HEARD 
HIM. AND BE 
SURE TO TEND 
TO THOSE 


MATEBA 
WOUNDS. 


E IT. 
HURRY 
AND 
GEAR 
ur 


'SPECIALLY 
NOT ONE IN THE 
SNOW. THAT'S A 
BATTLEFIELD HE 
KNOWS BETTER 

THAN ANYONE. 
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DO YOu 
THINK WE 
CAN BEAT 


THE PLAN'S GOT 
A MUCH BETTER 
CHANCE WITHOUT 
A CONFRONTA- 
TION. 


GIVE IT 
TO ME 
STRAIGHT, 
SAITO. 


RATHER 

WE NOT 

HAVE TO 
FIND OUT. 


---IF PUSH 
COMES TO 
SHOVE, THERE 
ISN'T A BEAR 
IN THE WORLD 
THAT CAN HIDE 
FROM MY 
HAWKEYE. 


NO MASTER 
NO LIFE 


SURELY 


YOU NEEDN'T $4 WHEN MIGHT 


MAKE THE €] WE EXPECT 

STATEMENT YOU BACK, 

YOURSELF. OFFICIANT? 
I WOULD NOT UNTIL 

BE ALL TOO 


TOMORROW, 2 
I SUPPOSE. ~ 


А GUEST OF 
OUR VILLAGE 
HAS BEEN 
MURDERED. 


AS HEAD 
OF THE 
COMMUNITY, IT 
IS MY DUTY TO 
COOPERATE 
WITH THE 
AUTHORITIES. 


I TRUST 
THE VILLAGE 
IS IN GOOD 


MAY THY 
SOUL BE 
PURE! 
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---YOU BRING 
PURITY TO 
YOUR OWN 
SOUL, AS 

WELL. 


SUCH 
ZEAL. 
WHAT A 
TRULY 
SPLENDID 
DISPLAY. 


KNOW THAT 
IN CLEANSING 
THE VENERABLE 
BODIES OF OUR 
BRETHREN... 


| PLEASE! føl 
YOUDO E 
ME TOO 
MUCH 
HONOR! 


FORA 
SECOND, 

THEY 
ALMOST 
HAD ME! 


HE REALLY Ñ 


KNOWS 
HOW TO WIN 
PEOPLE 
OVER. 


LOOKS LIKE 
HE'S TAKING A 
TRIP OUTSIDE 
THE VILLAGE. 


WON'T BE 
ABLE TO 
SEND THE 
PHOTO, 
THOUGH- 


THOUGHT 
I GAVE YOu 


A JOB TO | 
DO! THE | 
VENERABLE ILL TUST 
PROSTHETICS HAVE TO 
AIN'T GONNA HANG ONTO 
CARRY THEM- IT FOR 


Now. 


WHAT'S A _ 

MILITARY 
MODEL 
DOING IN 
ATERUI? 


$ ^ 2 
e d + 

~ ٩ 8 

8 + Ју 

> f, 
3 Y 4 
SS 
2 Ч 


THERE ALOT P i. 
` СО ЭСЭЭ 


ON HEREITHAN, 
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MAKE 
SURE 
THEW RE 
SET FOR 
OFFLINE 
ACCESS. 


CHECK YOUR 
TERRAIN 
DATA AND 
TARGET 
IMAGERY 


FAST THIS 
POINT, WE'LL 
BE BEHIND 
THE СОМ- 
MUNICATIONS 
BARRIER. 


--- AND SEE 
TO THE 


DEMISE 
OF THE 
RELIGIOUS 
ORGANIZATION 
KNOWN AS 
ATERLI. 


OUR MISSION 
IS TWOFOLR 
ELIMINATE THE 
DISPLAYED 
INDIVIDUAL... 
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STILL 
HAVING 
DREAMS? 
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--- YET 
YOU CAN'T 
BOTHER 
TO KEEP A 
SINGLE COAT 
HANGER 
AROUND. 


QUITE THE 
BLIZZARD 
OUT THERE. 
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---HMFH. 

A TROVE OF 
WEAPONS 
LIFTED FROM 
UNWANTED 
VISITORS... 
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ТО 
WAVER, 
AFTER 
ALL THIS 
TIME? 


Ñ THESE 
THE ARMS ARE THE 
OF THE ONLY ARMS OF A 
MAN TO WALK | WARRIOR. 
AWAY FROM 
SAKHALIN... 


-.. AFTER 
STOPPING THE 
RUSSIANS 
DEAD IN 
THEIR 
TRACKS. 
REDUCING 
THEM TO 
NOTHING. 


WHAT 
DRIVES A 
MAN OF 
SUCH FOR- 
TITUDE..- 
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SOME 
VENERABLE 
PROSTHETICS 
EXPOSED TO 
THE LIGHT OF 
DAY, IN ALL 
THEIR FILTHY 


THERE'S 
NO ESCAPE. 
ANY CHANCE 
TO GET OUT 
IS LONG 
GONE. 


IT 
CHANGES 
NOTHING. 

you 
CANNOT 
STOP 
THIS. 


--- YOU'LL 
STAND AT MY 
SIDE AS YOU 
DID IN YOUTH. 


WALK 
THIS PATH 
WITH ME. 


IF YOU 
WISH TO SEE 
FATHER'S 
FINAL WISH 
FULFILLED... 


---SURELY 
YOL MUST 
STILL 
DREAM OF 
MOTHER. 


IT CROSSED 
OVER ATA 
POINT 13 KM 
FROM HERE, 
SOUTH BY 
SOUTHWEST. 
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THOUGH 
FATHER’S 
WARMTH 
IS LOST 
TO US... 


WE HAVE 
VISITORS. 
A VEHICLE. 
LIKELY 
MILITARY. 


I'D IMAGINE 
THEY'RE 
AFTER OUR 
VILLAGE... 


--- AS WELL 
AS YOUR 
LIFE. 


IF ATERUI 
WERE TO 


NEVER BE 
FREE TO 
REST IN 


YOU KNOW 
WHAT YOU 
MUST DO. 
WHERE 
YOU MUST 
STRIKE. 


ІШІ 


| 


МУ WHITE 
BEAR. 


THE TIME 
TO HUNT 
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TOOK 
YOU LONG 
ENOUGH... 


LOOK AT 


` ST NICE TO 
you. ONE | ， 


LOCALS NG TOO. 
ALREADY. | 
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véi, | | es, | Е "m 
YOU NOT TO SERIOUS? HOW ABOUT YOu ОСА, 
TREAD ON DAY MORNING TO BEEN | 
THE SNOW?! 7 BEEN | 
y NIGHT WAVING 
SOME STICK 
AT A HEAP OF 
PROSTHETICS?! 


HEY, BUT 
YOU'RE 
LOOKING 
REALLY 
GOOD! YOUR 
GO GET AURA'S 
RID OF 


SPOTLESS! 
THOSE 
RINTS. 


EVERYONE HMPH. 
KNOWS TO ROOKIE 


STEP ON MISTAKE. 
BRANCHES 
AND ROCKS. 


WHERE'S 
THE OFFI- 
CIANT? 


WENT TO 
GIVE A 
ТАТ! T 
GET THE : ё ATEMEN 
CORDERO. POLICE. 
ORDERS 
OuT OF THE 
i cte | CALLED IN 
AND 
THINGS A FAVOR 


WITH AN OLD HE TOOK 
MOVE FRIEND. 


THE BAIT. 
GOOD. 


HAH! WAY 
TO FLEX 
THE OLD 

DETECTIVE 4 т 

MUSCLES. СЕ 


I'M ANXIOUS 
TO SECURE 
A ROUTE TO 
THAT OLD 
CONSOLE 
I SAW. 


AWIRED 
HOOKUF, 
¡CAUSE 
WE CAN'T 
GET ANY 
SIGNAL 


I THOUGHT 
MAYBE 
YOU WERE 
TRYING TO 
COPY MY 
STYLE. 


AH, SO 
THAT'S 
WHAT THAT 
THING 
AROUND 
YOUR 
NECK IS 


GIMME THE 
DATA YOU'VE 
COLLECTED. 


CYBER- 
> BRAINS 
you sust ||| ¿ SURE ARE 
HANDY. 
MAYBE 
I OUGHTA 


PULLING BETTER NOT. 2 GET ONE. 
RANK LIKE LOSE YOUR \ 
GOT ANY CHANNELING, 
Tac AND POOF! 
THERE GOES 
YOUR ONE 
SAVING 


GRACE. 


CHECK IT 
OUT! HE'S 
USING HIGH 
SE, FREQUENCY 
IT POSED TO MORSE! 
MEAN? 


MEANS 


HE'S 
CON- 
TACTING 
SAITO. 


YEAH? 
AND 
WHERE 


SAITO'S IS SAITO, 


ON BEAR 
WATCH. 
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LET'S GET 
THIS SHOW 
ON THE 
ROAD. 


INVISIBLE 
ENEMIES 


THIS TALK 
ABOUT 
OKINAWA 
BETTER NOT 
BE TRUE! 


LON TRO! 


23 


SORRY 
TO INTER- 


HERE TO 


b 
1 
__вит те. E 
KUBOTA IS | 
SEE YOU. 1 

E 


DAMN IT, 
ARAMAKI! 


THE 
ISLANDS 
ARE UNDER 
MINISTRY 
OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS 
TURISDIC- 


I'M WELL 
AWARE. 
WHAT'S 
YOUR 
POINT? 


I THINK 
YOU'VE 
GONE AND 
HURT MR. 
KUBOTA'Ş 
PRIDE. 


CHIEF 
ARAMAKI. 
тө BEEN 
2 vr | аште 
THE VIT; SOME 
NAME'S : : : 
OTOMO. 
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WE WANT 
SECTION 
9 OUT OF 
TOHOKU. 


NOTHING 
PUBLIC 
SECURITY 
NEED 
MEDDLE 
IN. 


YES, SIR. 
BUT I'M 
IN THE 
PRIVATE 
SECTOR 
THESE 


IT'S OUR 
PROBLEM. 
WE'LL 
DEAL 
WITH IT. 


COLONEL 
OTOMO, AS 
I RECALL. 
OF GROUND 
FORCES 
RED. 


THE 
ATERUI 
ISSUE, 
I PRE- 
SUME? 


TO ASSUME 
IT WOULD BE 
INCONVENIENT IF 
ANY TIES BETWEEN 
ATERUI AND OSAKI 
WERE TO COME 
TO LIGHT? 


-.-МОТ EVEN С m I'D ADVISE 


THE PRIME You, SIR, 
MINISTER'S THAT THERE 


OWN SPECIAL ARE SOME 
FORCES ARE MATTERS INTO 


MEANT TO WHICH... 
PRY. : ) 


PRYING 
INTO SUCH 
MATTERS... 


-49 
PRECISELY 
WHY SECTION 
9 EXISTS. 


I AM 
WHO T AM. 
NOTHING'S 
GOING TO 
CHANGE 
THAT. 


PATCH ME 
THROUGH 
TO THE 
CHANNELING 
AGENCY. 


HOW 
ABOUT 
A LITTLE 
TACT NEXT 
TIME? 


OPERATOR. 


MARK MY 
WORDS. THERE'S 
MORE TO ATERUI 

THAN WHAT YOL 
SEE ON THE 
SURFACE. 


WE'RE 
GONNA BUST 
THIG CULT'S 
SECRETS 
WIDE OPEN. 
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I DIDN'T 
REALIZE HACKING 
DINOSAURS FELL 
UNDER THE JOB 
DESCRIPTION FOR 

DETECTIVE. 


THOUGH I 
GOTTA ADMIT, 
THE SURFACE 
IS PRETTY 
SKETCHY TO 
BEGIN WITH. 


LIKE 
ANYONE'S 
GONNA 

SHOW 
UP... 


AREN'T YOL! 
SUPPOSED 
TO BE ON 
LOOKOUT 
DUTY?! 


---IN THE 
DEAD OF. 
NIGHT. 


WHAT WAS 
THAT?! IT 

- FELT LIKE... = 
MALICE, Æ 


SOMEONE'S 
OUT TO KILL. 
= AND HEADED 3 
RIGHT THIS 
way! 


НИ АВА 
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SOMEBODY'S = 

SKIDDING = 

ACROSS THE =s 
SNOW. 


GOTTA BE 
THERMOPTIC 


HEADS UR 
TOGUSA. 

WE'VE GOT = 
VISITORS- 


STAY SHARP. 


YOU MEAN ауға ин weve вот 
IT ISN'T 7 d COMPANY. 


THE WHITE ke | NAT 
BEAR?! x | > 1 NEW 
"те ||| COMPANY. 


SOME KIND 
OF OUTSIDE 
SQUAD. 


D 


GOTTA 
WATCH THAT 


THESE 


REIN. _ 
шан ARE VING QUICK 
DEAL- 
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---ARE DEAD 
BEFORE THEY 
EVEN REALIZE 
WHAT THEY'VE 


SS 


DIRECTION) 


HUH 2: ES 


SOUNDS 
LIKE OUR 
NEW GUESTS 
ARE HEADED 
THIS WAY. 


THEY'RE 
RIGHT ON 
TOP OF 
vou. 


GAH! HOW 
DO I GET 
THROUGH— 


THIS DAMN 
BARRIER'S 
STUBBORN 
FOR A LOCAL 
SYSTEM. 
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TSUNAGI- 


ATERUI 


DAH MUST : THERE'S 
eae A ANOTHER 
NO THIS ONE | : ONE. 
DT }/WoNDERI OLT AS A ANOTHER 
DIT COULDN'T DECOY. TERMINAL... 
BREAK- GONCURRENT 


--- TRYING 
TO GET 
INTO THE 
SERVER... 


SHIT. 
THEY WERE 
HEADED FOR 
ANOTHER 
BUILDING. 


BEAT US 
TO IT. 
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THINK 
SOMEONE'S 
INFILTRATED 

THE VIL- 
LAGE? 


I'LL GO 
FIND OUT. 


SOME- 
WHERE 
NEARBY. 


SEEMS TO 
BE ACTIVELY 
BLOCKING MY 
CONNECTION. 
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THERE'S 
ANOTHER 
TERMINAL 
TRYING TO 

ACCESS THE 

SERVER. 


TOGUSA...! 


TOGLISA! 


INTRUDERS 
INTHE 
VILLAGE! 


YOU HAVE 
TO GET 
OUTTA— 
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ET II. : 
ТНЕУ 
GO...? 


SURE YOu 
HAVEN'T 
CHANTED 


ONE TOO 
MANY 
“SOULS 
PURE"? 


HISH-END 
COMBAT 
PROS- 
THETICS..- 


TWO TAPS. 
MAKE SURE 
THEY STAY 
DOWN. 


SAITO SAYS > 
THEY'RE SOME | S ee 
KINDA TACTICAL «| uva 
SQUAD. NO IDEA ANYWAY? 
WHO THEY'RE 


WITH. 


BUT I THINK 
IT'S SAFE ТО 
SAY THEY'RE 
HERE FOR THE 
SAME THING 
WE ARE. 


NO 


THE WHOLE TIME. 
VILLAGE 

WILL HAVE 

HEARD THE 


LAST THING 
WE WANT 
IS TO BE 
AROUND 
WHEN THE WITHDRAW 
Ч! WHITE BEAR FOR NOW. 
4 соме THE 
PARTY. 


MY 
CAMO WAS 2 5 WHY NOT 
ENGAGED, A WAIT IT OUT 


HELMETS OF 
BUT THIS WITH THE 
ONE STILL THEIRS MUST 


HAVE THER- 
NOTICED 
ME WHEN T MOGRAPHIC 


CLOSED IMAGING. 


HOW'D 
YOL 
FIGURE 
THAT 
our?! 


THE 
INVISIBLE 
ENEMIES 

YOU'RE 
TALKING 
ABOUT 
I THINK I 
CAN SPOT 
THEM! 


SAW HIS 
PRINTS IN 
THE SNOW, 
TOO. I GOT 

LUCKY. 


THERM- 
OPTIC 
CAMO BE 
DAMNED. 


SEEMS THAT 
WAY. THIS ONE 
HAPPENED 
TO CATCH THE 
MOONLIGHT 
JUST RIGHT. 


um...! 
I THINK 
I MIGHT 
BE ABLE 
TO SEE 
N THEM...! 


THESE 
GUYS ARE 
PREPARED TO 
KILL. THEIR 
AURAS ARE 
FULL OF 
MALICE. 


Sssss 


SS 


SS 
په‎ 


55 


N 
ES 


/ و 
ЖОРА‏ 


ANDE: HESA ..ALWAYS NEVER LOOK 
MOVESIREAL HUNTER, STAYS STANDS IN AT HIM. 
THROUGH DOWN- THE SAME 
AND WIND... SPOT FOR 
THROUGH MORE 
THAN TWO 
ФЕС- 


JUST 
HAD TO 
SHOW 
ығ 
DIDN'T 


MUST'VE 
BEEN 
HUNTERS 
INSTINCT 
SCANNED 
THE AREA 
FOR 
LOCATIONS 
А SNIPER 


NO. 
NOT WITH 
UNAIDED 
SIGHT. NOT sui 
AT THIS HELL...? 
DISTANCE. 


DO NOT ENGAGE. 


HOUSING 
AREA. 


WHITE 
BEAR 


SPOTTED. 


LUCKY FOR 
US, WE'LL 
BE LONG 


KEEP .-- BEFORE 


1 HE CAN 
MOVING: [| MAKE IT 


UP HERE. 


ONCE WE 
HIT THE 
TRAIL, 
WE'RE 
HOME 
FREE. 


THIS'LL 
TAKE US 
DOWN THE 
MOUNTAIN. 


THIS IS THE 
SAME AURA 
THAT WAS 
COMING 


NOTHING. 
BASTARD'S 
PROBABLY 
AND HE'S СОТ САМО 
TOO FAR ENGAGED. 
FOR ME 
TO SMELL 
HIM OUT. 


YOU'RE 
GONNA USE GET A 
YOURSELF LOCK 
AS BAIT?! ON HIS 
POSITION. 


ABOUT ME. 
I'M NOT 
TRYING TO 
DIE OR 
ANYTHING. 


I FEEL IT. 
THE MALICE. 
SOMEBODY'S 
STARING 
RIGHT AT 
ue... 


ANYTHING 
FROM YOUR 
POSITION, 
AZUMA? 


I'LL MAKE 
A RUN FOR 
OUR EXIT. 
WATCH 
FOR THE 
MUZZLE 
FLASH. 


YOU'VE 
SPOTTED 
HIM?! 


PT 
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1 
І САМ SEE 
HIM! 


OVER THERE 
BEHIND THE 
MEMORIAL 
STONE 
I PROMISE 
те TRUE 


1 


٢‏ للا 

TER 
INF 

ш< 5 

Eich 
< 
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IT сите 
OUT ABOUT 30 
CENTIMETERS 
FROM THE RIGHT 
- PROBABLY 
HIS LEFT 
SHOULDER 


SIDE 


- 247 - 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT 
IN HIS 

SIGHTS! 


Translation Notes 


50, Aterui 
"Aterui" is the name of a famous military and political 
AND WAS THAT leader of the Isawa, a clan among the Emishi, who 
er were an ethnic group based in northern Japan until the 
BELIEVER OF 9th century CE. They were forcibly assimilated into the 


ATERUI? 


Yamato imperial state during their efforts to unify the 
main island of what is now Japan (Honshu) during the 
8th and 9th centuries CE. That clan, along with many 
peoples assimilated into the centralized Yamato empire 
from the northern, rural areas over the archipelago’s 
history, have long been associated with mystical 
practices and liminal, pre-modern spaces. 


57, Image on lanterns 
The cross-like symbol on the lanterns is the p^ - 
kanji character for the number ten (pronounced 
"ju" or “to”), which is also in the first part of the | аг n | _ 
name for the area in which the community is F |. | И ШШШ 
located, Towada. (| ШЇЇ ШЇ 


LIKE WE'VE 
ARRIVED. 


SCORE! 
AUTHENTIC 


JIRU HOT 

68, Jappa-jiru hotpot 

Jappa-jiru means “fish broth” in the Aomori dialect, an 
area in northwestern Japan. 


78, Screen calligraphy 

The calligraphy on the right half of the screens are lines from a Zen 
Buddhist priest named Getsuan (1326 - 1389), cited in a famous 
text called “A Mirror to the Flowers” about the form of traditional 
dramatic Japanese theater called noh by Zeami (1363 - 1443). The 
lines read from right to left: “Life and death come and go, we’re 
mere puppets on a stage, and when the strings are cut, we fall in 
broken piles.” The left half of the screens show a famous phrase 
from an ancient text in Buddhism, which describe Buddhas and 
bodhisattvas that “remove suffering and bestow bliss.” 


WHOA! 
THERE'S 
OUR SHOH 
HASHIKAMI, 
RIGHT ON THE 
REGISTER. 
THEY'RE 
SIBLINGS. 


YEAH. BUT 

READ THE 

FINE PRINT. 
NOT BY 
BLOOD. 


110, Family register 

In Japan, an individual's legal status is 
registered by the government according 

to their family. This is called the “register 
system” (koseki seido), and each family has 
a “registry” with the local government, which 
records births, deaths, marriages, divorces 
and permanent residence. 


НЕ TOGUSA AND TEAM 


[HOT ON THE TRAIL OF 
ЕТНЕ PUZZLE ОЕТНЕ 
Є; WW) “KY "ЗА ILLEGALLY, DUMPED 
| BUT RIGHT ON THE VERGE OF Jf 

UNCOVERING THE SECRETS OF THE! 
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kel А ORCE IN THE? 
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ONCOMING STRIKE FORCE 
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= RIGHT AS THI am m em 
| ARE LOOKING DIRE 


The boys are back, in 400-page hardcovers 
that are as pretty and badass as they are! 


SS r pr ror ee 


d WER 


er مول‎ 


THE ORIGINAL SERIES 
KC 
KAZUYA'MINEKURA Wen 


“AN EDGY COMIC LOOK AT AN ANCIENT CHINESE TALE.” —YALSA 


Genjo Sanzo is a Buddhist priest in the city of Togenkyo, which is being ravaged 
by yokai spirits that have fallen out of balance with the natural order. His 
superiors send him on a journey far to the west to discover why this is happening 
and how to stop it. His companions are three yokai with human souls. But this is 
no day trip — the four will encounter many discoveries and horrors on the way. 


FEATURES NEW TRANSLATION, COLOR PAGES, 
AND BEAUTIFUL WRAPAROUND COVER ART! 
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< КАМОМЕ > 
SHIRAHAMA 


Witch Hat 
Atelier 


A magical manga 
adventure for 
fans of Disney 
and Studio 
Ghibli! 


The magical adventure that took 
Japan by storm is finally here, 
from acclaimed DC and Marvel 
cover artist Kamome Shirahama! 


In a world where everyone takes wonders like magic spells 
and dragons for granted, Coco isa girl with a simple dream: 
She wants to be a witch. But everybody knows magicians 
are born, not made, and Coco was not born with a gift for 
magic. Resigned to her un-magical life, Coco is about to 
give up on her dream to become a witch...until the day 
she meets Qifrey, a mysterious, traveling magician. After 
secretly seeing Qifrey perform magic in a way she’s never 
seen before, Coco soon learns what everybody “knows” 
might not be the truth, and discovers that her magical 
dream may not be as far away as it may seem... 
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